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ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
3025 CHURCH ROAD
LAFAYETTE HILL, PENNSYLVANIA

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost October 15, 2023

Welcome:
Confession and Forgiveness

Pastor: Blessed be God,

the one who forms us,

+ Jesus who bears the cross,

the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Assembly: Amen.

Pastor: Let us bow before God in humility,
confessing our sin.

(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Pastor: Steadfast and faithful God,

Assembly: you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you.
We are overwhelmed
by the world’s violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have
for the sake of others.
For the harm we have caused,
known and unknown, forgive us.
For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.
For the ways we turn away
from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you
and set us on the right path;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Pastor: Beloved in Christ,
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Assembly: Amen.
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Opening Hymn: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
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Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Assembly: And also with you.
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The Salutation:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
Assembly:

Praver of the Day:

Pastor: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out
your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by
what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Assembly: Amen.

Please be seated

Announcements:

Children’s Message:

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a
wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a
monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges
celebration of this victory of salvation.

'O Lorb, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
*For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,



it will never be rebuilt.
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
“For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
>the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.
®0n this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
’And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
*he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gop will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LorD has spoken.
°It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LorD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Lector: The word of the Lord.
Assembly: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to
rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God'’s peace is with us and
binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not
seem peaceful.

"My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord
in this way, my beloved.

’T urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. *Yes, and I ask you
also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work
of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the
book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. *Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. ‘Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. "And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
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Jesus.

8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. ’Keep on doing the things that you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Lector: The word of the Lord.
Assembly: Thanks be to God.
Please stand

Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but
the invitation is not to be taken lightly.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-seccond chapter.
Assembly: Glory to you, O Lord.

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: *“The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. *Again he sent other
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding
banquet.’ °But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, *while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. "The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. *Then he said to
his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. °Go therefore into the
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ '“Those slaves went out
into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was
filled with guests.

"“Byt when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing
a wedding robe, '“and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding
robe?’ And he was speechless. *Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” "“For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
Assembly: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Message: Pastor Suloff

Please stand



Hymn of the Day: “Lift Up Your Heads”
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Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: WEST LEESTAD, Zebulon M. Highben, b. 1979
Text © 2013 Susan R. Briehl, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Music © 2013 Zebulon M. Highben, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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The Apostles Creed:

Pastor:

Assembly:

With the whole people of God, let us profess
our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed.

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the
virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

Pravers of Intercession:

Pastor:

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

Please kneel or be seated

Pastor:
Pastor:
Assembly:
Please stand

Pastor:
Assembly:

Offering:

(The Prayers of the Church are said)
God of grace; Assembly: hear our prayer.
Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in

your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering Music: “Still Be My Vision” - Mary McDonald
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The Offertory:

“Create In Me”
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Offering Praver:

Pastor:

Assembly:

God of power, God of plenty,

all things belong to you.

We bring your gifts to the table,

that all might be fed.

Form us into the body of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord

our God.

People: And also with you
People: We lift them to the Lord.
People: 1t is right to give God

thanks and praise.

Pastor: 1t is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Pastor: Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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The Distribution:

All those who believe in the presence of the Lord are welcome at the table and are invited to
share in the sacrament. If you would like to receive Communion or a blessing from the pastor
please join the line in the middle aisle of the sanctuary, receive the bread, and the move to the
chalice and dip your wafer in the wine. If you prefer to remain in your pew or are joining us
for worship online please take the individual Communion Cup or the elements of your choos-
ing and share them with one another and with the community when you are ready. If young
children are present who have not yet received their First Communion please bring them for-
ward or take a moment and share a blessing with them (and if you would like your child to
receive their First Communion please speak with the Pastor). Be the community of Christ with
all those gathered near and far. All are welcome at the table of the Lord.

Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you.

(At this time receive the bread, cracker, or that which you are using as the body of Christ)

Pastor: The blood of Christ, shed for you.

(At this time receive the wine, juice, water, or that which you using as the blood of Christ)
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Please Stand

Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Assembly: ~ Amen.

The Post-Communion Praver:

Pastor: Blessed be your name, O God,
for we have feasted on your Word,
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,
send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Assembly: Amen.
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The Benediction:

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, { and of the Holy Spirit.
Assembly: Amen.
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Closing Hymn: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”
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Teal: Rdward H. Plumptre, [821-1891. all.
Music: MARION, Arbur H. Messiter, 1533-1916
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The Dismissal:

Pastor: Go in peace to share the life, love, and joy of Jesus Christ with all.

Assembly:

Thanks be to God.

Flower Dedication

Happy 90th Birthday to Marge Guldner!

-Joe and Sandy Leonardo

HELP US KEEP THE PRAYER LIST CURRENT:

If you would like to add a name to the prayer list please contact the church office at office-
assist.splh(@gmail.com or simply use the Prayer Request Form that can be found on the

church website.

Please remember in your prayers those members, family and friends on

our prayer list:

Joanne Barnhardt Betty Jane Knittel Leigh Richard
David Beyer Elsie Kortrey The Shollenberger Family
Mary Bolognese George Kulczycky;j Ursula Schwartz
The Chamberlain Family The Kwartnik Family Steve Schultz
Debbie Davis John Soo Lee & Family William Scott
Marge Devitt Rose Letoulle Karen Specos

Cooper Durham

Maryanne Lorenzon

Karen Speers

Hunter Durham

Melissa Mooran

Sue Speers

Robert Emberger Frank Munafo John Swancott

Lindy Hughes The Neborak Family Jackie Strauss

Walt Humm Bernadette Pence Teresa Weber
Ted Hyczko Lindsay Peterson
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Support St. Peter's with RaiseRight
(formerly ShopWithScrip)!!

RaiseRight (formerly Shop-

WithScrip) has been in opera- : -

tion at St. Peter’s since @ RO I Se R I g ht
2007. So far, the RaiseRight

program has contributed
$39,600.00 to St. Peter’s. This
includes $2,100.00 raised in 2022. When someone buys RaiseRight cards, they pay the face
value of the card and they get the face value of the card. St. Peter’s receives a percentage of
that face value from RaiseRight. The customer doesn’t need to do anything except purchase
the cards. The “donation” part of the process is all done behind the scenes.

Gift card purchases through RaiseRight don’t have to be hundreds of dollars - $5 and $10
cards are available and all amounts help pay down the church mortgage. Download the
RaiseRight app, sign up (our Enrollment Code is D96653C515851) and be part of something
impactful for St. Peter’s. Or, visit Jane Stettler at the front door of the church before or after
the service. You can also contact Jane and she will send you a sign-up email to walk you
through the process.

Formerly ShopWithScrip

Volunteer!

We are looking for people to help out everywhere!!!

We are looking for folks to help out as Worship
Assistants, to help lead us in song as part of the choir or as an instru-
mentalist, to help with Finance, Property, Worship & Music, Sunday

School, Cemetery Care, Social Ministry, Prayer Shawl
Ministry, Prayer Team, our Audio/Visual elements on Sunday morn-
ing, and pretty much anything else you can think of! If you are will-

ing to help serve as a Communion Assistant, Usher, or Greeter
please use the link below or use the sign-up available in the church narthex. If you are inter-
ested in helping with any of our ministries please contact Pastor Suloff. Don't worry, you're
not signing up for a lifetime or a bunch of long meetings, just a willingness to help out when
you can, where you can, in a place you are passionate about!
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Worship has ended, let
the service begin!

St. Peter’s Statement of Welcome

All people are created by God. We affirm with the apostle Paul, that in Christ
“there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither
male nor female” (Galatians 3:28). Christ has made us one. In keeping with
our mission statement “to share the life, love and joy of Jesus Christ with oth-
ers”, we welcome all people regardless of characteristics which might cause ex-
clusion or discrimination outside of St. Peter’s.

We affirm that all people share the worth that comes from being unique individ-
uals created by God. All people are welcome within the membership of this
congregation upon making the same affirmation of faith as all other members
make. Members of this congregation are expected and encouraged to share in
the sacramental and general life of this congregation.

Permission to print and live-stream the music in this service obtained from

ONE LICENSE with license #A4-738492. All rights reserved.
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