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ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3025 CHURCH ROAD 

LAFAYETTE HILL, PENNSYLVANIA 
             
Third Sunday after Epiphany_______________________________January 21, 2024 

 
Prelude:     
Welcome:     
 

Please stand 
 

Confession and Forgiveness: 
 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
  creator of darkness and light, 
  word of truth, 
  wind sweeping over the waters. 
Assembly: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.     
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Pastor: God, our rock and refuge,   
Assembly: we pour out our hearts before you. 
  We have known you but have not always loved you. 
  We have wounded one another 
  and sinned against you. 
  We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
  dwelling in each of us. 
  Remember your covenant. 
  Renew your creation. 
  Restore us, 
  that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
  Amen. 
 

Pastor: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
  God has spoken: 
  The time of grace is now. 
  In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
  By the authority of + Jesus Christ, 
  your sins are forgiven. 
  You are God’s beloved.  
Assembly: Amen. 
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Opening Hymn:      “I Love to Tell the Story” 
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Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
 Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Assembly: And also with you. 

Kyrie: 
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Hymn of Praise:   “Glory to God” 
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Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
Assembly:  And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day: 
 

Pastor:    Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.  
  Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus 
  Christ, our Savior and Lord.                          
Assembly: Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
Announcements: 
 
Children’s Message: 
 

The Salutation: 
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First Reading:         Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of 
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On 
whom should God have mercy?”                                

 
1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 
three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried 
out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh 
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.           
 
Lector:  The word of the Lord. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading:          1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, 
want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now 
has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.                               
 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who 
have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as 
though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.             
               
Lector:  The word of the Lord. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
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Gospel:     Mark 1:14-20 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. 
Assembly: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the 
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will 
respond with repentance and faith.                                  
 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 
 
 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men, and followed him.                
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
Assembly:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
Message:                         Pastor Suloff 
 
Please stand 
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Hymn of the Day: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
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The Apostles Creed: 
   

Pastor:  With the whole people of God, let us profess 
  our faith using the words of the Apostles Creed. 
 
Assembly: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the  
  virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the  
  Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion  
  of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the  
  life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession: 
 

Pastor:  As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on 
  the church, the world, and all of creation.       
 
Please kneel or be seated 

 

(The Prayers of the Church are said) 
 

Pastor:   God of grace;     Assembly: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor:   Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 
  prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.       
Assembly:  Amen. 

 
Please stand 
 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Assembly: And also with you. 
 
Offering:      
 
Offering Music: 
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The Offertory:   “Create In Me” 

Offering Prayer: 
 

Pastor:  Blessed are you, Holy One, 
  for all good things come from you. 
  In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 
  Meet us at this table, 
  that we receive what we seek 
  and follow your Son, Jesus, 
  in whose name we pray. 
Assembly: Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving: 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.    People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord       People: It is right to give God              
  our God.            thanks and praise.  

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
  Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 
  Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 
  wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
  earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Words of Institution: 
Pastor:    In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Pastor:   Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 
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The Distribution: 
All those who believe in the presence of the Lord at the table, are invited to share in the 
sacrament. If you would like to receive Communion or a blessing from the pastor please join 
the line in the middle aisle of the sanctuary, receive the bread, and then move to the  
Communion assistant to take your cup of either wine or juice. If you prefer to remain in your 
pew for Communion or are joining us for worship online please take the individual  
Communion Cup or the elements of your choosing and share them with one another and with 
the community. If young children are present who have not yet received their First  
Communion please bring them forward or take a moment and share a blessing with them. Be 
the community of Christ with all those gathered near and far. All are welcome at the table of 
the Lord.  
  
Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you.  
 (At this time receive the bread, cracker, or that which you are using as the body of Christ)  
  
Pastor: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 (At this time receive the wine, juice, water, or that which you using as the blood of Christ) 
 

Communion Music:          “Million Little Miracles”   - Elevation Worship & Maverick City 
 

 "I've got miracles on miracles, a million little miracles…, count your miracles, one, two, 
three, four..., I can't even count them all."  
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The Benediction: 
 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
   The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, † and of the Holy Spirit. 
Assembly: Amen. 

Please Stand 
 
Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep 
  you  in his grace. 
Assembly:  Amen. 
 
The Post-Communion Prayer: 
 

Pastor:   Giver of every gift, 
  Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
  Raise us to life by your power 
  for the benefit of all and to your glory, 
  now and forever. 
Assembly:   Amen. 
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The Dismissal: 
 

Pastor:   Go in peace to share the life, love, and joy Jesus Christ with all.   
Assembly:   Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn: “O Jesus, I Have Promised”   



18 

 

HELP US KEEP THE PRAYER LIST CURRENT:  

If you would like to add a name to the prayer list please contact the church office at office-

assist.splh@gmail.com or simply use the Prayer Request Form that can be found on the 

church website.    

Please remember in your prayers those members, family and friends on 

our prayer list:  

Flower Dedication 

Today’s flowers are given by Gary and Silvia and Scott Rotenbury 
in loving memory of Betty Rotenbury on her birthday.  

The Altman Family Ted Hyczko Leigh Richard 

The Barnhardt Family Betty Jane Knittel  Ben Ridder 

David Beyer  The Kortrey Family The Scherer Family 

The Chamberlain Family George Kulczyckyj  Jane Schultz  

Debbie Davis  The Kwartnik Family Steve Schultz 

Marge Devitt John Soo Lee & Family  Ursula Schwartz 

Cooper Durham Rose Letoulle William Scott 

Hunter Durham The McKevitt Family The Shollenberger Family 

Robert Emberger Vincent Muscarella  Karen Specos  

Bernadette Fisher  Melissa Mooran Karen Speers 

Sister Ger  Frank Munafo  John Swancott  

George Ginther The Munn Family Jackie Strauss 

Harvey A. Headley Jr.  Lindsay Peterson Teresa Weber 

Lindy Hughes  Julie Proll  The Winfree Family 

Walt Humm    
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, February 4th immediate-

ly following the worship service and our snow date will be Sunday, February 11th. 

If you have any questions regarding the Annual Congregational Meeting please 

contact Matt Clark. We look forward to seeing you all on this important day in the 

life and ministry of St. Peter’s 

Souper Bowl Sunday Soup Sale! 

We will once again be having our annual Soup Sale on Super Bowl Sunday, Febru-

ary 11th with all proceeds going to support our Social Ministry efforts at St. Peter's! 

If you are interested in participating or plan on making soup for the sale please con-

tact Sue Speers or use the sign up sheet that will be available in the chapel. Soup 

cups will be available soon. 

Support St. Peter's with RaiseRight!  

RaiseRight (formerly ShopWithScrip) has been in operation at St. Peter’s since 

2007. So far, the RaiseRight program has contributed $39,600.00 to St. Pe-

ter’s. This includes $2,100.00 raised in 2022. When someone buys RaiseRight 

cards, they pay the face value of the card and they get the face value of the card. St. 

Peter’s receives a percentage of that face value from RaiseRight. The customer 

doesn’t need to do anything except purchase the cards. The “donation” part of the 

process is all done behind the scenes. 

Gift card purchases through RaiseRight don’t have to be hundreds of dollars - $5 

and $10 cards are available and all amounts help pay down the church mort-

gage. Download the RaiseRight app, sign up (our Enrollment Code 

is D96653C515851) and be part of something impactful for St. Peter’s. Or, visit 

Jane Stettler at the front door of the church before or after the service. You can also 

contact Jane and she will send you a sign-up email to walk you through the process. 
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St. Peter’s Statement of Welcome 

All people are created by God.  We affirm with the apostle Paul, that in Christ 

“there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 

male nor female”  (Galatians 3:28).  Christ has made us one.  In keeping with 

our mission statement “to share the life, love and joy of Jesus Christ with oth-

ers”, we welcome all people regardless of characteristics which might cause ex-

clusion or discrimination outside of St. Peter’s. 

We affirm that all people share the worth that comes from being unique individ-

uals created by God.  All people are welcome within the membership of this 

congregation upon making the same affirmation of faith as all other members 

make.  Members of this congregation are expected and encouraged to share in 

the sacramental and general life of this congregation. 

Worship has ended, let the  

service begin! 


