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ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3025 CHURCH ROAD 

LAFAYETTE HILL, PENNSYLVANIA 
Phone: 610-828-3098 Fax: 610-828-3232  www.StPetersLafayetteHill.org 

             
Christmas Eve December 24, 2023 
 

Prelude:    “Wexford Carol”         Traditional Irish carol  
Welcome:  
 

Please Stand 
CHRISTMAS GREETING 

Pastor:  Merry Christmas! 
Assembly:  Merry Christmas! 
Pastor: Jesus is born! 
Assembly:  Born in Bethlehem! 
Pastor: Born for all children! 
Assembly:  Let us see the child of Bethlehem! 
 

THE CONFESSION 
 

Pastor: Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our 

 neighbor. 

Please Kneel or be Seated 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Most merciful God, 
 

Assembly:  We confess that often we find darkness more comfortable than light. We 
 confess that we find your good news frightening and unsettling, especially 
 when we consider its demands as well as its promises. We confess that 
 Christmas has become more to us than the birthday of the Christ, 
 partly because we do not want a Christ-Child in our lives or in our world. 
 Forgive us, break us, bend us, remake us. Give us the courage to lay 
 ourselves open to the wonder and healing of your coming. Be born again into 
 our world, be born again into our hearts and lives. Hear now our silent and 
 personal confessions as we prepare ourselves for your nativity. 
 
Pastor:  The true light that enlightens all has come into the world. That light shines on in 
 the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to put it out. This is the good 
 news: God has heard our confession. God has forgiven our sin.  
 
Assembly:  Thanks be to God! Amen  
 

Please Stand 
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Opening Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
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Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Communion of the 
  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Assembly: And also with you. 

Please be seated 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
 

Choir:           “The Wonder of Christmas”   J. Raney 
 

Pastor: During Advent, we have journeyed in faith toward God’s wondrous gift.  
Assembly:  O come, let us adore Him. 
Pastor: During Advent, we stood in awe of God’s saving grace. 
Assembly: O come, let us adore Him. 
Pastor:  During Advent, we recalled the promise of God’s spoken word. 
Assembly: O come, let us adore Him. 
Pastor: During Advent, we waited for the time of God’s glorious arrival. 
Assembly: O come, let us adore Him. 
Pastor: Tonight our waiting is over, our eyes are open, and the gift is given. 
Assembly: O come, let us adore Him. 
 
Pastor: Tonight we light all the candles. The first candle reminds us to recapture the 
  wonder of the season. In the midst of repeated refrains and familiar stories,  
  Advent is a time to be awed by the God who came to restore our world. The 
  second candle calls us to remember the promises of old, that from the dawn of 
  creation all things have unfolded according to God’s redemptive plan. The 
  third candle calls us to listen to the God who still speaks to us today. Advent is 
  a time to hear afresh the joy of God’s reconciling love that beckons us  
  homeward. The fourth candle calls us to reawaken our sense of expectation and 
  behold the miraculous in our day and time. Tonight we light the Christ candle, 
  rejoicing in the Good News of the holy birth, the hope of humanity and the 
  light of the world. 
 

The candles of Advent are lit 
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Pastor:  Let us pray. Let us pray. Gracious God, thank you for guiding us throughout 
  this season of  wonder. We stand amazed at the promise now fulfilled and  
  awed by your humble birth. Help us receive, again, the joy and wonder of the 
  greatest gift offered to the world. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
  newborn King.  
Assembly: Amen. 
 
Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the  
  Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Assembly: And also with you. 
 
Please stand 
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Hymn of Praise:  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
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Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
Assembly:  And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day: 
 

Pastor:   Let us pray. 
  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 
  Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 
  and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son,  
  Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
  God, now and forever. 
Assembly: Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 

CHRISTMAS STORY WITH CAROLS 
 
 The story of Christmas begins with a young woman named Mary. Mary loved a man 
named Joseph. They were going to get married. One day God sent an angel named Gabriel to 
talk to Mary. At first Mary was scared, but the angel said, “Do not be afraid, Mary. God has 
a special surprise for you! You are going to have a little baby boy; his name will be Jesus.” 
Mary was very surprised, indeed! 
 “How can this happen?” she asked the angel. The angel answered, “God’s Holy 
Spirit will come to you and make it happen! Your little baby will be called the Son of God! 
All this will happen because nothing is impossible for God!” Mary said, “I am ready to serve 
God; I want it to happen just like you said it 
would.” Then the angel left her. 
 Later, an angel also appeared to 
Joseph, while he was sleeping, so that he 
would also know the wonderful thing that 
God was doing. 
 While Mary was pregnant, Joseph had 
to take a trip to the city of Bethlehem. So 
Mary and Joseph went on a long journey; 
Mary rode on a donkey wile Joseph walked. 
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Hymn: “O Little Town Of Bethlehem 
Verses 1 and 4 Only 
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 After their very long journey, Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethleehem. The town was 
very crowded. Mary and Joseph were very tired, and it was almost time for their baby to be 
born. They looked for a place to stay, but there were no rooms available. They went from one 
inn to another. There was no room for them. 
 One innkeeper said, “There is no room in the inn, but I have a stable. You can stay 
there.” That night, Jesus was born in the stable. Mary wrapped the baby in strips of cloth and 
placed him in the manger. 

Hymn: “Away In A Manger” 



10 

 

 On the night that Jesus was born, there were sheep sleeping in the fields. Shepherds 
were watching over them. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared in front of them. The 
shepherds were very frightened, but the angel said, “Do not be afraid. I am bringing you good 
news. This is happy news for everyone. Today in Bethlehem, God’s Son was born. You can 
go see him. He is wrapped warm and snug in a manger!” 
 And then, suddenly, a whole bunch of angels appeared. They filled up the whole sky 
and they were all singing a beautiful song to God. They were singing “Glory to God in the 
highest, and peace on earth!”  
 When the angels left, the shepherds said, “Let’s go find this baby!” They hurried to 
town and found the stable. They saw Mary and Joseph, and the new baby lying in the manger. 
The shepherds went back to their fields, thanking God. They told everyone what had hap-
pened. The people were amazed. Mary always remembered this special time. 

Hymn: “Go Tell It On The Mountain” 
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Message:         Pastor Suloff 

Solo:                                               “Mary, Did You Know?”                          - Mark Lowry  

Please stand 

The Apostles’ Creed:   
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession: 
Pastor:  Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for 
  ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.   
 
Please kneel or be seated 
 

(The Prayers of the Church are said) 
 

Pastor:   Hear us, O God;    Assembly: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:   Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your  
  abundant grace.   
Assembly:  Amen 
 
Please stand 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you.  
Assembly:  And also with you. 
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Please Be Seated 
 
Offering:  
 
Musical Offering:     “O Holy Night”    - Adolphe Adam  
 
Please Stand 

Offering Hymn:     “What Child is This” (verse 3) 
 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the babe, the Son of Mary!  

 
Offering Prayer: 
 
Pastor:  God of abundance, 
  receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
  Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
  and gather us at your table of celebration. 
  Strengthen us to share with all the world 
  the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
  poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
People:  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.    People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord       People: It is right to give God              
  our God.            thanks and praise.  
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Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
   give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
   Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 
   of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made  
   visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the 
   choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
   name and join their unending hymn: 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” (verse 1) 
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Words of Institution 
Pastor:    In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Pastor:   Let us pray in confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” (verse 1) 

Infant holy, infant lowly, 
for his bed a cattle stall; 

oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, angels singing, 
bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 
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The Distribution: 
 
All those who believe in the presence of the Lord at the table, are invited to share in the 
sacrament. If you would like to receive Communion or a blessing from the pastor please join 
the line in the middle aisle of the sanctuary, receive the bread, and then move to the chalice 
and dip your wafer in the wine. If you prefer to remain in your pew or are joining us for  
worship online please take the individual Communion Cup or the elements of your choosing 
and share them with one another and with the community. If young children are present who 
have not yet received their First Communion please bring them forward or take a moment and 
share a blessing with them. All are welcome at the table of the Lord.  
  
Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you.  
 (At this time receive the bread, cracker, or that which you are using as the body of Christ)  
  
Pastor: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 (At this time receive the wine, juice, water, or that which you using as the blood of Christ)  
 
Communion Music:                
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Please Stand 
 

Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 
   grace. 
Assembly: Amen 
 
The Post-Communion Prayer: 
Pastor: Let us pray: God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. 
  As you have come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good   
  news of your love. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling   
  among us now and forever. 
Assembly:  Amen. 
 
Post– Communion Hymn:   “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” (verse 1) 
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CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

Pastor: The Word was made flesh, and we beheld His glory.   

Assembly:  Oh come, let us worship Him. 

Pastor:  The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light.  

Assembly:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Pastor: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

Assembly: We have beheld Christ’s glory. Glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

Pastor: For unto us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

Assembly: In Him was life, and the life was the light of humanity! 

Pastor:         Today Christ is born! Today salvation has appeared! 

Assembly: Today the just exult and say, “Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia!” 

 

Pastor:   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
  Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
  through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
  into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
  shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
   He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
  the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own  
  people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
  name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
  or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  
   And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
  glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. From his  
  fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 
  through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
  seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 
  made him known.  
 

As Silent Night begins please take your “light stick”, bend it until you hear it “crack”. This 

will make it glow. Then hold it up like a candle and sing along! 
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“Silent Night” 
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The Benediction 
Pastor:  May Christ, who by His incarnation 
  has filled us with grace and truth, 
  give you peace this Christmas and always. 
  Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  bless you now and forever. 
Assembly:  Amen. 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR  
CHRISTMAS EVE MUSICIANS! 

 

4 PM Christmas Eve 
Caroline Van Pelt  
Sheridan Seyfried 

 
8 PM Christmas Eve 

Sarah Shoff   
William Czartoryski 

Kristen Kammerle Hyde 
Andrew Kammerle 

 
Today’s special music and musicians are given in loving memory of 

Rachelle Shollenberger by her family. 
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Closing Hymn: “Joy To The World” 

Pastor:   Go in peace to share the life, love, and joy of Jesus with all.     
Assembly:   Thanks be to God. 


