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"The Light of Epiphany"


In the Family Circus cartoon, the little girl sits her baby brother on her lap and tells him the story of Christmas.  It goes something like this: "Jesus was born just in time for Christmas up at the North Pole surrounded by 8 tiny reindeer and the Virgin Mary.  Then Santa Claus showed up with lots of toys and stuff and some swaddling clothes.  The 3 wise men and elves all sang carols while the Little Drummer Boy and Scrooge helped Joseph trim the tree. In the meantime, Frosty the Snowman saw this star."  Thus endeth the reading from the Family Circus. 


This weekend we are presenting our Boar’s Head and Yule Log Festival which is an Epiphany Pageant. This past Friday, January 6th, was the 12th day of Christmas. In Scandinavian countries it is called "Little Christmas".  It is on this day that they exchange their Gifts in observance of the day that corresponds on the Church's Liturgical calendar, Epiphany, the day when the 3 Kings, Wise Men, Magi, or whatever you chose to call them, arrived bearing Gifts.

So the Scandinavians exchange their gifts on Epiphany, imitating the actions of the Wise Men.


The word Epiphany means: Manifestation; to reveal; to show.  The main symbol of the Epiphany is "The Star," because it revealed the place where the Christ Child was born.  Stars were very significant during the first century.  It was thought that the positioning of the stars had an effect on the events of your life.  There is still some belief in that today.  Many people pin their destiny on the stars.  As if lumps of matter floating in space could decide the destiny of a spiritual being created by God and given the power of choice.  


How many of you are not aware of what astrological sign you were born under?  Can you really resist the temptation to read your horoscope in the daily newspaper?  Even if we don't really believe what they say, we want to read what is in the stars. People along the Jersey Coast are often concerned with the position of the sun, moon and planet.  The alignment of the Earth, Sun and Moon along with the weather conditions can cause record flooding in that area.  Many people place their faith in the Stars.  I guess that if you don't really believe in God and the choices God offers, maybe all that is left is to turn to the stars and planets and let them make your decisions for you.  


That is what most people relied on during the time of Jesus' Birth.  Even King Herod had a staff of Astrologers to help advise him in the decisions he had to make.  They were called "Magi" which comes from the Greek word "Magoi" from which comes our word, "Magician".

These Astrologers observed the activity of the stars and other heavenly bodies in the sky.  So when there appeared a new, bright, Star in the east, it was a significant occurrence and was interpreted as pointing to a great event.


These Wise Men served as the scientists of the day.  They wanted answers to these events that took place.  Up until this point, they had to look to the stars for answers.  Now the Messiah has been born!  He comes from God to Earth! He is the Answer!!!  So the Wise Men, 

being the Scientists that they were, wanted to look for the answer.


When we entered the church this morning, each one of us comes with different questions, different concerns,  different needs, we come looking for answers.  And hopefully, 

we also came to grow closer to God.  No one knows the personal questions and concerns of each member of this congregation, but Epiphany is for anyone who comes with questions.  It's for the person who comes with tears in their heart.  Maybe you have been hurting a lot lately 

and crying seems to be a daily experience.  You can go to a scientist who could explain how tears are made up of a certain amount of water, mucous and salt.  You could go to a psychiatrist and after a few sessions begin to understand the feelings and pain that cause the tears.  Or, you can come here today to the one who "was acquainted with grief"...., the one who created the things that tears are made of and who already knows what causes them in your life.  You come today trying to get closer to him so he can reach into your darkness with the light of Epiphany to show you the way of hope and begin to heal the pain.  Others come today, like the Wise Men,  with a scientific mind, looking for the logic to it all. Some people think that if they discover the scientific answer to why things are the way they are, they will have total understanding.  


A father was explaining Newton's Law of Gravitation and how it held things together, but his son asked, "Well Dad, what held things together BEFORE they passed that law?"  We know that there is more to life than just a scientific explanation.  The Wise Men were Scientists 

looking for answers just as some of us are looking for answers.  The light of Epiphany can reveal some of these answers to us as we strive to get closer to God.  


Maybe you come with financial problems.  But before you think that money will solve all your problems, there are people who pay more in taxes each year than others make in their total salary.  Eleanor Whitney, the wife of Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney for 17 years writes:


"I had everything the world has to offer; homes, apartments, hunting and fishing lodges,

cars, yachts, airplanes, horses and stables, possessions and fame.  From outward appearances it looked like I didn't need a thing, but spiritually I was poverty stricken.  One night I drove myself to a Billy Graham Crusade because I was ashamed to let anyone know I had any needs, 

but I had the need to get closer to God."  


Some of you may come here this morning with less than respectable pasts.  Maybe you drink too much, have had an affair, done something illegal, you have guilt so you ask,  "Can Christ really make me new like he promises?"  A person with tears, a student of science, a person of wealth, people filled with guilt, and those who are neither rich nor poor, happy or sad, intellectual geniuses or stupid.  Everyone who came through the church doors today can associate with the wise men, we all seek for answers.  For some people, the answers might be in the stars.  But for most of us, we want God to reveal to us the way to follow. Also like the Wise Men, the Star led them to the answer, and it continues to lead us to the answer.  But how can the one person, Jesus Christ, be the answer to all our Questions?  The Bible says that all our questions can be answered by him.  It all depends where you are coming from.  In Matthew we read: When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, behold, Wise Men came from the East.


Does it really matter where they came from?  Sure it does, because like us, they also had questions.  They probably weren't asking their questions out of poverty, tears or guilt, but it was still important to know where they were coming from, not as much geographically, but where they were coming from as far as their background.  They were Kings! Evidently they had enough to live on...., but not enough to live for.


There is a need within all of us to be closer to the one who is greater than us, and to have a reason for existing, something to live for.  Those Wise Men were not ignorant of the knowledge of their day.  Astrology was the highest knowledge (no pun intended) of their day. 

But even they had a difficult time believing that all events depended on the positioning of these

heavenly bodies, making us pawns of these forces beyond our control.


A little 5year old boy explained it pretty well. After he saw a puppet show he said: “I'm glad I'm not one of those pretending persons.  They have to do what they are told."  We have the freedom of choice, the choice as to whether or not to follow the star; whether or not to follow the light of the world.  


Throughout the Christmas & Epiphany season we think of the two groups who came to visit the Christ Child: The shepherds who happened to be at the right place at the right time.

They were lucky enough to be witnesses to this most significant event.  The other group who visited Jesus had to make a conscious effort.  They had to take a long trip following a star and not knowing where it would lead.  The Wise Men had to study and search to find Christ.  


These two groups describe how many of us come to our faith.  Some of us were like the shepherds.  We were simply at the right place at the right time.  We were born into Christian families who saw to it that we were Baptized, taken to church and Sunday School, given Bibles and taught prayers.  Others were like the Wise Men.  To them, Jesus Christ was someone out there, like the Stars.  You had to study and search, follow the star to see where it led.  


When it comes to faith it doesn't matter if you are a Shepherd or a Wise Man.  The important thing is that we all want to follow the light of Epiphany.  The light of Epiphany is not only bright enough to guide us to the manger, but it continues to shine until the season of Lent when it guides us to the cross.  Follow the Star to the Altar that holds our Lord’s Supper, the meal that assures us of the Forgiveness of Sin.  Continue to look for the answers by following 

the light of the Star - who is Jesus Christ. Amen.
